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Shirefest-ive
On Thursday 19th December, at 1:30, we will be holding a Christmas ShireFest-ival, so that pupils can sell
their Christmas Enterprise Produce. Save the date - there will be carols and merriment and Christmas Craft a
plenty!

Mathletics and Reading Eggs
We have recently written to you to let you know that as the home usage of
Mathletics and Reading Eggs / Express was low, we were considering not
re-subscribing. Usage of Mathletics has actually reduced since that time,
and therefore we have taken the decision not to renew this year. We are

investigating free alternatives in the near future and will keep you updated.

Outdoor Classroom
Some of you may have seen the developing construction of our new Outdoor Classroom over the last week.
We are very pleased to say that it is very nearly complete and we cannot wait to start using it. Soon, we will
be asking for Volunteers for our next Big Dig and Do Day, to put down a pathway to the entrance, and fill the
floor with woodchip. I would also like to take the opportunity to say a huge thank you to Andrew at SEWales
Energy Agency for helping me to organise the grant funding which has been spent on the outdoor classroom
and outdoor clothing for pupils to wear during the more inclement weather, as well as the PTA who
contributed to the funds for construction of the classroom. Diolch!

Christmas Dinner Day - children are welcome to wear Christmas Jumpers!
Please remember to login to your child’s Parentpay account to book their Christmas dinner for
Thursday 12th December.

Festive Tombola
Thank you for your donations to the festive tombola today, it
really is appreciated. They will go a long way to making the
fete next Saturday a success!

School Photo Order Deadline
The deadline for ordering school photos with delivery to school in time for Christmas is
Sunday 24th November. Please place your orders online directly with Colorfoto if you wish for
them to be delivered to school.



Christmas Performances
All families should have received two tickets for each performance. If you don’t need them, please send
them back so that we can allocate these spare tickets to other parents / carers. Where we can, these tickets
will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

As in previous years, we would like to offer the chance for grandparents to attend our dress rehearsals. In the
event that parents or carers cannot attend the main performance, you may attend the dress rehearsals,
however, please do not attend both.

Rec/ Y1 Dress Rehearsal 10am, Monday 16th December
Performance 2pm, Wednesday 18th December
For additional ticket requests please click here

Y2/ Y3 Dress Rehearsal 10am, Monday 2nd December
Performance 2pm, Wednesday 4th December
For additional ticket requests please click here

Y4/ Y5 Dress Rehearsal 10am, Monday 9th December
Performance 2pm, Wednesday 11th December
For additional ticket requests please click here

Year 2 Stargazing
Our class book is “The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark”
and some of our learning this half term has been linked
to the story. In an upcoming chapter, Dark is
Wonderful, Plop the Owl meets a man with a telescope
who teaches him all about the star constellations.

We hope to have an evening under the stars on
Thursday December 12th at 6pm. We invite Y2 children,

with an accompanying adult, to wrap up warm, bring a chair/blanket and see if we can see any of the
constellations.

It also coincides with a meteor shower which we would like to take advantage of too. See the link for more
details. 2024 Geminid meteor shower: All you need to know

In the chapter, Dark is Fun, Plop learns about campfires with the cubs, so we’ll light a fire and toast some
marshmallows too.

An evening like this is obviously dependent on clear skies, so if the forecast isn’t great, the event would be
unfortunately cancelled. We do hope it goes ahead and very much hope that you are able to attend. Please
confirm your attendance by completing the Google Form

https://forms.office.com/e/mBVSAtnVPN
https://forms.office.com/e/YDujBPiYxu
https://forms.office.com/e/mBVSAtnVPN
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-geminid-meteor-shower/
https://forms.gle/BjLhb3zmnTCkpHWy7


Administration of Medication
School’s policy is not to routinely administer medication to pupils. This is not because we don’t want to, but
there are a number of practical safety factors which mean that it is impractical to do so. In order to manage
this policy responsibly we would ask that where you can, please schedule your child’s medication so that
they don’t need a dose during the school day. We know that this isn’t always possible, and, if your child does
need medication during school hours, the following will happen:

● Only prescription medications will be administered, where absolutely necessary

● We will only issue non-prescription medicines in exceptional circumstances, with the agreement of
the headteacher.

● Medications must be brought into schools in their original container, as dispensed by a pharmacist,
labelled with your child’s name. They must include instructions for administration, dosage and
storage, as well as possible side effects.

● You must complete a medication form provided by school for your child to be given the medication.
Please do not send medication in with your children without the medication form being completed
and agreed by the Headteacher.

Building Work - Mynydd Bach Access
Work has been delayed again until Monday 2nd December and will last for approximately 4-6 weeks. During
this time parents and children will not be able to use this gate to enter or exit the school.

The staff parking area should not be used for drop off or pick up at any time - this includes after school club
and breakfast club. When work does commence, we will be closing the red gate to the staff car park during
this time to minimise risk to our pupils and parents and disruption to the contractors.

Attendance Matters
If you are intending to take your child out of school during term
time, please complete the google form. We will only respond if
the absence will be unauthorised, as directed to do so by our
Educational Welfare Officer employed by Monmouthshire CC. The
link to the form is Term time absence

Ymadrodd yr Pythefnos - Phrase of the Fortnight
Our Phrase of the fortnight this week is
Dwi’n hoffi - I would like
Have a look at the video of some of our Criw Cymraeg modelling the
language pattern for you.
Siarad Cymraeg | Shirenewton Primary

https://forms.office.com/e/1t1CjhYsVt
https://www.shirenewton.monmouthshire.sch.uk/siarad-cymraeg




⭐🌟⭐🌟SEREN YR WYTHNOS⭐🌟⭐🌟

Congratulations to the following learners for earning themselves a headteacher certificate this week.
“Llongyfarchiadau” i…
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PTA Notices

We want to start by saying a huge thank you for everyone's tombola
donations this morning, it was wonderfully generous of everyone.
Please do come to the fayre and have a go at winning anything from a
bottle of Gin, to Christmas chocolate or a bottle of fizz, all are lovely
prizes.

We are continuing to take mystery bags filled with little pre-loved
items and wrapped sweets and raffle tickets up until Friday 29th
November, these can be dropped to school.

Toys, books and pre-loved teddies are to be dropped at the PTA bin in
the main car park.

We still have a few volunteer spots available
at the fayre or the afternoon before when we
will be setting up. Any help you can give will
help make the fayre a success.

https://volunteersignup.org/MMK77

And please do come along on Saturday 30th November 11-2pm, there will be a
chance to meet father Christmas in the grotto, clay craft, a Christmas donkey to
meet, hot food and mulled wine, tombola, stalls and lots of games. We look forward
to seeing you all.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvolunteersignup.org%2FMMK77&data=05%7C02%7CPartridgeG10%40monmouthshireschools.wales%7C63039afe52c14946bde408dd0adfbd82%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C638678678449038691%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TyGYWd5aCJe80Trj2%2Bc3d%2FLyuD9B59QZgMj1hpNebho%3D&reserved=0


Diary Dates 2024/25

New information highlighted in yellow

Autumn Term 2024

Mon 25th Nov - Y6 One Planet Trip

Mon 25th Nov - Governors' Meeting

Tues 26th Nov - Y4 Museum trip

Wed 27th Nov - Y2 We the Curious trip

Sat 30th Nov - Christmas fayre

Mon 2nd Dec – Y2 and Y3 Christmas Concert Dress
Rehearsal - Grandparents’ invited 10am

Wed 4th Dec – Y2 and Y3 Christmas Concert 2pm

Mon 9th Dec – Y4 and Y5 Christmas Concert Dress
Rehearsal - Grandparents invited 10am

Wed 11th Dec - Y4 and Y5 Christmas Concert 2pm

Wed 11th Dec - Y2 and Y3 performing at Itton
Church

Thurs 12th Dec - School Christmas dinner

Thurs 12th Dec - Reception 2025 Information Event

Thurs 12th Dec - Y2 Stargazing 6pm

Friday 13th Dec - Year 3 Penny Whistle Performance
(timings TBC)

Friday 13th Dec - Year 5 - Doods Performance
(timings TBC)

Friday 13th Dec - Year 2 - Toots Performance (timings
TBC)

Mon 16th Dec - Rec and Y1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal -
grandparents invited 10am

Mon 16th Dec - Y6 Carol Concert at Shirenewton
Church 6pm

Wed 18th Dec - Rec and Y1 Nativity Performance 2pm

Thurs 19th Dec - ShireFest-ive, Christmas enterprise
1.30pm - parents invited

Mon 23rd Dec to Fri 3rd Jan - Christmas Holiday



Spring Term 2025

Monday 6th January - Return to school

Mon 3rd-Tues 4th Feb - Y4 Gilwern

Thurs 13th Feb - Y3 Gilwern

Mon 17th-Wed19th Feb - Y5 Gilwern

Mon 24th-Fri 28th Feb - Half term break

Mon 3rd Feb - Return to school

Mon 14th-Fri 25th Apr - Easter Holiday

Summer Term 2025

Mon 28th Apr - Return to school

Mon 5th May - Bank holiday

Wed 21st May - Sports day (Y3-Y6 am, Rec-Y2 pm),
parents invited

Mon 26th-Fri 30th May - Half term break

Mon 2nd Jun - Return to school

Wed 4th Jun - Reserve sports day (Y3-Y6 am, Rec-Y2
pm), parents invited

Mon 9th Jun-Fri 20th Jun - National test fortnight

Tues 22nd Jul - Summer holiday



Community Corner














