Helping Your Child to Learn Addition and Subtraction Facts
To learn maths facts by heart, children need to repeat the fact many times in lots of different ways. We will teach children the understanding of addition and subtraction in maths lessons, but here are some ways you can help at home. Focus on the addition facts. Once children know the facts, it is important to then work on speed of recall.
Your child will have a copy of the learn its that they are currently working on in class.  It’s a good idea to choose 3 facts at a time to learn well, so that they can answer as quickly as answering their own name, rather that attempting too many at once.

Learn by listening and talking
1.  Say the facts, repeating it over and over again.  Use different voices – grumpy, whisper, posh etc
2. With a family member challenge each other to answer the facts
3. ‘Switch’ the fact e.g. 3+7=10 7+3=10
4. Say the fact then the fact using the inverse operation e.g. 3+5=8 8-5=3

5. Say the fact family for a given fact e.g.

 


3+4=7

7-4=3

 


4+3=7

7-3=4

Learn by looking/reading

1. Write the facts out and get the child to read it out loud

2. Get the child to write out the facts

3. Get the child to write the fact with the ‘switchers’ e.g. 3+4=7 4+3=7
4. Display the facts where they will be looked at regularly.
5. Write the fact family for a given fact

Learn by doing

1. Play the “maths at home” games

2. Use playing cards – pick 2 add the total

3. Use dice roll 2 or 3 and add the total

4. Roll 2 dice add the total, roll one dice and take it away

5. Draw ladybirds and have a different number of spots on each side to make a given total

6. Use objects to act the maths story

Here are some activities that can be done by drawing things relating to the maths story

Look and Write

	Look
	Write the maths story
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4+4=8


	Look
	Write the maths story
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	3+4=7
or

4+3=7


Look and Draw
	Read the Maths Story
	Draw boats

	5+4=12
	Here they would draw  a group of 5 objects and a  group of 4 objects


Read Draw Write

	Read
	Draw
	Write the maths story

	Helen has 4 sweets and John has 2 sweets how many sweets altogether? 
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	4+2=




6. Useful Websites to improve speed of recall whilst having fun!
http://uk.ixl.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/maths/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/numeracy.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/maths/
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/
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