Helping Your Child to Learn Tables At Home
To learn maths facts by heart, children need to repeat the fact many times in lots of different ways. We will teach children what “multiplication” means in maths lessons, but here are some ways you can help at home. Once children know the facts, it is important to then work on speed of recall.
Know which table(s) your child needs to learn now (your child will have specific learn its)
Learn by listening and talking
1. Sing-along CDs and DVDs – any car journey! Easy!
2. With a family member say alternate facts within a table.
3. Chant the whole table forwards and backwards: use both these strategies:
· say the whole maths story for each fact eg 5x4=20

· rattle off the “answers” only (skip counting) eg 6,12,18,24,30…..

4. Ask your child to answer a table fact eg what is 7x6? And get them to explain how they know eg “I know sixes sixes are thirty six, because it rhymes, so seven sixes are six more than that.”

5. Fizz Buzz – with family members count along and every time you reach a number in the table, say “fizz”. Make it harder by including numbers in another table already known and say “buzz”. If you miss one or say the wrong thing, you are out.

Learn by looking/reading

1. Write the table out and get the child to read it out forwards and backwards. 

2. Get a tables poster and fix it where it will be looked at regularly.
3. Use the table square attached to get your child to track the table along rows and columns.
4. Use the table square attached to get your child to track the answer to a question by moving fingers along a row and down a column.

5. Use the table square attached to get your child to find the factors of a number that appears on the table square.

6. Use “colour by numbers” books/web page printables – sections contain table questions which are coloured in according to the answer (Hilary McElderry Multiplication Tables Colouring Books or eg http://www.animaljr.com/winter-themed-printable-multiplication-worksheets/)
Learn by doing

1. Play the “maths at home” games

2. Work with your child to get them to see and think about “the same thing lots of times”. Here are some activities which can be done by drawing things or moving objects around, and can be done for any table.

Look and Write

	Look
	Describe & Count the groups of 4
	Write the maths story

	[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]
[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]
	“There are 3 groups of 4”
	“3x4=12

or

4x3=12”


Look and Draw
	Read the Maths Story
	Draw boats

	3x4=12
	Here they would draw 3 groups of 4 boats (or 4 groups of 3 boats).


Read Draw Write

	Read
	Draw
	Write the maths story

	4 camels have 4 legs each.

How many legs in total?
	

  




 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://primoclipart.com/files/preview/big/486/Cartoon%2520Camel%2520Clip%2520Art.jpg&imgrefurl=http://primoclipart.com/view-clipart/cartoon-camel-clip-art&h=800&w=701&sz=56&tbnid=4iOTO-mv8lhr7M:&tbnh=143&tbnw=125&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dcamel%2Bclipart%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=camel+clipart&hl=en&usg=__8xd_UR3SoYPe-krOAfD3qepAsss=&sa=X&ei=VC0hT66zBobPswagl-3uBw&ved=0CBcQ9QEwAg" 
[image: image16.jpg]




	“4x4=16”



3. Useful Websites to improve speed of recall whilst having fun!
http://www.teachingtables.co.uk/
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/timestable/interactive.htm
http://www.ictgames.com/multiplication_rounding.htm
http://www.multiplication.com/
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